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New to This Edition

The eighth edition of Criminology Today: An Integrative Intro-
duction continues to offer students a clear, contemporary, and
comprehensive introduction to criminology that encourages
critical thinking about the causes of crime and crime-prevention
strategies. The text’s hallmark thematic approach of social prob-
lems versus social responsibility (Is crime a matter of individual
responsibility or a symptom of a dysfunctional society?) prompts
students to think critically about the causes of crime and helps
them see the link between crime theories and crime policies.

New Features in the Eighth Edition
There are many important new features in this eighth edition:

® Visual appeal has been enhanced through the use of new
photos and figures.

® The text now includes fwo chapters on biological theories,
in recognition of the increasing importance of biosocial
perspectives, especially biosocial theories.

® The chapter on psychological theories of crime has been
completely revised and expanded.

® A completely new chapter, Chapter 10 (“Criminal
Victimization”), has been added to the text. The new
chapter discusses victimization dynamics, victim restitu-
tion, the rights of crime victims, and the socioeconomic
correlates of criminal victimization.

® Most boxed items, including Crime in the News boxes,
have been shortened to 600 words or less in order to
enhance their focus and promote reader comprehension.
Crime in the News boxes are now author written and
derived from multiple sources.

® Professor Speaks boxes have been removed from the
book.

New Chapter Content in the Eighth Edition
Chapter 1: What Is Criminology?

A revised chapter-opening story and a new chapter-opening
photo have been added to this chapter. A table has been added
to visually explain the various possible definitions of the term
“crime.” Statistics on crime and crime rates have been updated.
A new Crime in the News box on “What Should be Criminal?”
has also been added. The box includes a discussion of marijuana
legalization and a map showing the legal status of the drug in
various states. The theme of the text has been clarified.

Chapter 2: Where Do Theories Come From?

The chapter now includes additional discussion of the American
Society of Criminology and its role in supporting experimen-
tal criminology. The Theory versus Reality box describing the
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Stockholm Prize in Criminology has been updated to describe
the 2015 recipients of the award.

Chapter 3: Classical and Neoclassical Thought

The discussion of three-strikes laws in California has been sub-
stantially updated. Also, the discussion of routine activities theory
(RAT) has been deleted from the chapter and moved to a com-
pletely new chapter (Chapter 10, “Criminal Victimization”).
Similarly, the Crime in the News box on post-conviction DNA
exonerations has been substantially updated and expanded.
Statistics and crime/imprisonment data have been updated
throughout the chapter.

Chapter 4: Early Biological Perspectives on
Criminal Behavior

The presentation of sociobiological principles has been clari-
fied. Additional information is now provided about Sarnoft
Mednick and twin studies. A new meta-analysis of twin studies
is described. End-of-chapter questions for reflection have been
expanded.

Chapter 5: Biosocial and Other Contemporary
Perspectives

A new concept, GxE, is discussed, which is a simple formula
intended to highlight the fact that neither genes nor the envi-
ronment is sufficient by themselves to explain antisocial behavior
but that it is the interaction between the two that determines
what happens in most circumstances. The concept of DNA
methylation has also been introduced. “Neurocriminology” and
“prefrontal cortex dysfunction” have been added as new key
terms. A new Crime in the News Box has been included; it
highlights the question “Is there a crime gene?” Similarly, the
“Crime in the News” box dealing with exposure to lead and
criminality has been enhanced and contains a new image. Global
data on homicides have been used to replace U.S. data on male/
female perpetrators of homicides. Finally, discussions of heart
rate and crime, galvanic skin response (GSR), and psychobiotics
have been added to the chapter.

Chapter 6: Psychological and Psychiatric

Foundations of Criminal Behavior

The chapter-opening story has been modified and updated. The
terms “psychopath” and “sociopath” have been further distin-
guished. The discussion of antisocial personality disorder has
been substantially expanded. A discussion of the Psychological
Inventory of Criminal Thinking Scales (PICTS) is now included
in the chapter. The “Theory in Perspective” box has been en-
tirely restructured. The critique of psychological and psychiatric
theories of crime has been expanded. The term “psychological
autopsy’ is also introduced and explained.



Chapter 7: Social Structure Theories
Figure 7-2 has been updated. Two new key terms—collective
efficacy and social cohesion—have been introduced and defined.

Chapter 8: Theories of Social Process and Social
Development

The discussion of external containment has been refined. The
“Crime in the News” box has been removed from this chapter and
placed in Chapter 5. Individual’s anticipation of “early death” and
the potential that such a perception has for antisocial behavior are
now discussed. A 2014 study of the role of evolving identity in the
desistance process is discussed. The study used data derived from
the Rutgers Health and Human Development Project (HHDP).
The key term “turning point” is now defined, and the “principle
of life-long learning development” has been added to the discus-
sion of important life course principles. The significance of em-
ployment and desistance from crime is now discussed.

Chapter 9: Social Conflict Theories
John Irwin’s work is now discussed. A new section, “New Issues
in Radical/Critical Thought,” has been added to the chapter.

Chapter 10: Criminal Victimization

This is a completely new chapter and includes discussion of such
things as the nature and extent of criminal victimization, demo-
graphic correlates of victimization, the socio-emotional impact
of victimization, victim compensation, theories of victimization,
and the development of victims’ rights in the United States.

Chapter 11: Crimes Against Persons

A completely new story opens the chapter. The terms “rape”
and “forcible rape” have been redefined in keeping with the
FBI’s new definition of rape. Statistics and data on personal
crimes have been updated throughout the chapter. “Victim
precipitation” has been removed from this chapter and is now
described in the new victims chapter (Chapter 10: “Criminal
Victimization”). The chapter now benefits from two new head-
ings, “Serial Killers” and “Mass Murder,” and a new photo of
a contemporary serial killer replaces the older one of Gary L.
Ridgway. A completely new discussion of the sexual victimiza-
tion of men has been added to the chapter. The discussion of
stalking has been updated.

Chapter 12: Crimes Against Property
Data from a new federal study on the costs of household bur-
glary is now included. Statistics on property crime have been

thoroughly updated throughout the chapter. Similarly, the
discussion of identity theft has been substantially redone to
include new graphic images. A new heading, “Professional Car

Theft,” has been added to the chapter.

Chapter 13: White-Collar and Organized Crime
The table containing terminology describing white-collar
crime has been modified and new terms added. A discussion
of welfare fraud has been added to the chapter and it is now
a key term. The discussion of the crimes of corporations has
been replaced with a new story.

Chapter 14: Drug and Sex Crimes

Virtually all of the data, statistics, and charts and graphs de-
picting drug use and abuse in the United States have been re-
placed and/or updated. New laws regulating the recreational
and medical use of marijuana are now included.

Chapter 15: Technology and Crime

A new chapter-opening story, about dark market Web sites,
now begins the chapter. Data from a 2014 report on the costs
of cybercrime have been included in the chapter, and older
materials have been replaced. The list of most-damaging com-
puter viruses has been updated, as has the list of new federal
research reports on cybercrime. The profile of cybercriminals
has been completely reworked. A new figure on Botnet archi-
tecture has been added. A photograph of a RapidHit DNA
scanner has been introduced into the discussion of field test-
ing of DNA. The final section of the chapter, about personal
freedoms impacted by the need for advanced security, has been
removed.

Chapter 16: Globalization and Terrorism

Data on global crimes have been updated, and the newest
United Nations survey on crime trends is introduced and dis-
cussed. Similarly, United Nations offense definitions have been
updated in the “Theory versus Reality” box in the chapter. A
new map depicting worldwide human trafficking has replaced
an older one, and the profile of worldwide trafficking victims
has been updated. The discussion of terrorist groups has been
updated, and ISIS, Boko Haram, and other groups have been
added to the discussion. Finally, the list of designated foreign
terrorist organizations has been updated.
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Preface

The opening decade of the twenty-first century was filled with
momentous events in the United States, including the destruc-
tion of the World Trade Center and an attack on the Pentagon
by Islamic terrorists, a fearsome recession, and corporate scan-
dals that cost Americans billions of dollars in lost investments.
The second decade saw the advent of a relatively large number
of homegrown terrorist efforts to attack American population
centers and landmarks, but only the Boston Marathon bomb-
ings of 2013 were carried out successfully. The crimes commit-
ted by terrorists set a tone for the start of the new century unlike
any in living memory. Homeland security became an important
buzzword at all levels of American government, while pundits
questioned just how much freedom people would be willing
to sacrifice to enhance security. Americans felt both physically
and economically threatened as stock market losses were traced
to the unethical actions of a surprising cadre of corporate ex-
ecutives who had previously been held in high regard in the
business world and in the communities where they lived. Soon
the media were busily showing a parade of business leaders be-
ing led away in handcuffs to face trial on charges of crooked
accounting.

Added to the mix by the beginning of 2016 were shocking
acts of criminality that emanated from all corners of the world,
including mass shootings in the United States; terror attacks in
Paris, France; depravities of sex tourism involving human traf-
ficking; sex acts with minors streaming across the Internet in real
time; Web sites like Silk Road selling drugs, hits for hire, sexual
services, weapons, and just about anything else; massive copy-
right-infringement activities like those of New Zealand—based
Megaupload; and the theft of hundreds of thousands of personal
identities. This last issue constitutes a very intimate crime that
can literally cause a person to face the loss of his or her social self
in a complex culture that increasingly defines someone’s essence
in terms of an economic, educational, online, and ever-more-

complex social nexus.

challenges facing criminologists in the twenty-first century are
unlike any they have previously faced.

It was against this backdrop that the need for a comprehen-
sive revision of Criminology Today emerged. This new edition
addresses the poignant question of how security and freedom
interface in an age of increasing globalism. Chapter 16, in par-
ticular, provides substantially enlarged coverage of terrorism and
cyberterrorism, including an overview of many types of terrorist
groups, such as nationalist, religious, state-sponsored, left-wing,
right-wing, and anarchist groups. The findings and recommen-
dations of special committees and government bodies that have
focused on terrorism in recent years are also discussed, and on-
line links to the full text of their reports are provided.

The eighth edition, which is now available in a variety of
print and electronic formats, presents historical and modern
criminological approaches with the aid of real-life stories, up-
to-date examples and issues, and interactive media. Key features

include:
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Criminologists found themselves wondering what new laws
might be enacted to add additional control to handgun sales and
ownership; and they also focused on the potential misuse of tech-
nology by Internet and energy companies, along with emerging
computer capabilities and biotechnologies that, while seeming
to hold amazing promise to cure disease and reshape humanity’s
future, threaten the social fabric in a way not seen since the birth
of the atomic bomb or the harnessing of electricity. Similarly,
climate changes, violent storms such as Superstorm Sandy, Hur-
ricane Katrina, the Gulf oil spill, our nation’s desperate need
for alternative and additional energy sources, and the instability
in the Middle East contribute to a growing awareness that the

Who’s to Blame boxes in each chapter highlight the
book’s ever-evolving theme of social problems versus so-
cial responsibility, a hallmark feature of this text. In each
chapter, Who’s to Blame boxes build on this theme by il-
lustrating some of the issues that challenge criminologists
and policy makers today. Each box includes a case study
followed by critical thinking questions that ask readers to
ponder to what extent the individual or society is respon-
sible for a given crime.
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Supplements

Instructor Supplements

Instructor’s Manual with Test Bank. Includes content outlines
for classroom discussion, teaching suggestions, and answers to
selected end-of-chapter questions from the text. This also con-
tains a Word document version of the test bank.

TestGen. This computerized test generation system gives you
maximum flexibility in creating and administering tests on pa-
per, electronically, or online. It provides state-of-the-art features
for viewing and editing test bank questions, dragging a selected
question into a test you are creating, and printing sleek, format-
ted tests in a variety of layouts. Select test items from test banks
included with TestGen for quick test creation, or write your
own questions from scratch. TestGen’s random generator pro-
vides the option to display different text or calculated number
values each time questions are used.

PowerPoint Presentations. Our presentations offer clear, straight-
forward outlines and notes to use for class lectures or study
materials. Photos, illustrations, charts, and tables from the book
are included in the presentations when applicable.

Annotated Instructor’s Edition (AIE). The AIE of Criminology
Today, 8e contains notes in the top margins identifying key topics
with suggestions for stimulating and guiding class discussion.

To access supplementary materials online, instructors need to
request a free instructor access code. Go to www.pearsonhighered
.com/irc, where you can register for an instructor access code.
Within 48 hours after registering, you will receive a confirm-
ing email, including an instructor access code. Once you have
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received your code, go to the site and log on for full instructions
on downloading the materials you wish to use.

Alternative Versions

eBooks This text is also available in multiple eBook formats.
These are an exciting new choice for students looking to save
money. As an alternative to purchasing the printed textbook,
students can purchase an electronic version of the same content.
With an eTextbook, students can search the text, make notes
online, print out reading assignments that incorporate lecture
notes, and bookmark important passages for later review. For
more information, visit your favorite online eBook reseller or
visit www.mypearsonstore.com.

REVEL™ js Pearson’s newest way of delivering our respected
content. Fully digital and highly engaging, REVEL replaces
the textbook and gives students everything they need for the
course. Seamlessly blending text narrative, media, and assess-
ment, REVEL enables students to read, practice, and study in
one continuous experience—for less than the cost of a tradi-
tional textbook. Learn more at pearsonhighered.com/revel.

CourseConnect Online
Course to Accompany
Criminology Today, 8e

Criminology Today: An Integrative Introduction, 8e is supported by
online course solutions that include interactive learning mod-
ules, a variety of assessment tools, videos, simulations, and cur-
rent event features. Go to www.pearsonhighered.com or
contact your local representative for the latest information.


www.pearsonhighered.com/irc
www.pearsonhighered.com/irc
www.pearsonhighered.com
www.mypearsonstore.com
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CHAPTER 1 + WHAT IS CRIMINOLOGY?

B crime Human conduct in violation of the criminal laws of
the federal government, a state, or a local jurisdiction that has
the power to make such laws.

Infroduction

According to social commentators, people are simultaneously
attracted to and repulsed by crime—especially gruesome crimes
involving extreme personal violence. The popularity of today’s
TV crime shows, Hollywood-produced crime movies, true-
crime books and magazines, and Web sites devoted exclusively
to the coverage of crime supports that observation. The CBS
TV megahit NCIS, for example, was named the number one
TV drama in 2014 and received an impressive three nomina-
tions for TV’s 2014 People’s Choice Award.! The show was also
nominated as the “Favorite TV Crime Drama,” with individual
episodes drawing more than 24 million viewers.? Earlier, CSI:
Miami, which ran for ten seasons until going oft the air in 2012,
garnered 50 million regular viewers in more than 55 countries.
By its eighth season it had become the most popular television
show in the world.> Other widely followed TV crime series,
both past and present, include shows such as True Detective
(HBO), American Crime (ABC), Fargo (FX), Bones (Fox), Grimm
(NBC), Castle (ABC), Criminal Minds (CBS), Blue Bloods (CBS),
Without a Trace (CBS), Magic City (HBO), The Unit (CBS), The
Killing (AMC), White Collar (USA), The District (CBS), Boardwalk
Empire (HBO), The Shield (FX), The Wire (HBO), Cold Case
(CBS), NCIS (CBS), and Law and Order (NBC)—along with the
Law and Order spin-ofts, Law and Order: Criminal Intent and Law
and Order: Special Victims Unit. American TV viewers are hun-
gry for crime-related entertainment and have a fascination with
criminal motivation and detective work.

Some crimes cry out for explanation. Yet one of the things
that fascinates people about crime—especially violent crime—is
that it seems to be inexplicable. Some crimes are especially difti-
cult to understand, but our natural tendency is to seek out some
reason for the unreasonable. We search for explanations for the
seemingly unexplainable. How, for example, can the behavior
of child killers be understood, anticipated, and even prevented?
Why don’t terrorists acknowledge the emotional and personal
suffering they inflict? Why do some robbers or rapists kill and
even torture, utterly disregarding human life and feelings?

People also wonder about “everyday” crimes such as bur-
glary, robbery, assault, vandalism, and computer intrusion. Why,
for example, do people fight? Does it matter to a robber that he
may face prison time? How can people sacrifice love, money,
careers, and even their lives for access to illegal drugs? What
motivates terrorists to give up their own lives to take the lives of
others? Why do gifted techno-savvy teens and preteens hack sites

AF Archive/Alamy

A photo from the highly popular CBS TV show NCIS. Shown from
left to right are Sean Murray, Brian Dietzen, and Pauley Perrette.
Why do many people like to watch TV crime shows like NCIS?

on the Internet thought to be secure? While this text may not an-
swer each of these questions, it examines the causative factors in
effect when a crime is committed and encourages an appreciation
of the challenges of crafting effective crime-control policy.

What Is Crime?

As the word implies, criminology is clearly concerned with crime. As
we begin our discussion of criminology, let’s consider just what
the term crime means. Like anything else, crime can be defined in
several ways, and some scholars have suggested that at least four
definitional perspectives can be found in contemporary crimi-
nology. These diverse perspectives see crime from (1) legalistic,
(2) political, (3) sociological, and (4) psychological viewpoints.
How we see any phenomenon is crucial because it determines the
assumptions that we make about how that phenomenon should be
studied. The perspective that we choose to employ when viewing
crime determines the kinds of questions we ask, the nature of the
research we conduct, and the type of answers that we expect to
receive. Those answers, in turn, influence our conclusions about
the kinds of crime-control policies that might be effective.

Seen from a legalistic perspective, crime is human conduct
in violation of the criminal laws of a state, the federal government, or
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WHAT IS CRIME?

B criminalize To make illegal.

a local jurisdiction that has
the power to make such
laws. Without a law that
circumscribes a particu-

Without a law that cir-
cumscribes a particular
form of behavior, there | "~ ¢ behavi

ar form of behavior,
can be no crime.... there can be no crime,
no matter how deviant
or socially repugnant the behavior in question may be.

The notion of crime as behavior* that violates the law
derives from earlier work by criminologists like Paul W.
Tappan, who defined crime as “an intentional act in violation
of the criminal law committed without defense or excuse, and
penalized by the state as a felony or misdemeanor.” Edwin
Sutherland, regarded by many as a founding figure in American
criminology, said of crime that its “essential characteristic is that
it is behavior which is prohibited by the State as an injury to the
State and against which the State may react by punishment.”®

For purposes of this text, we will employ a legalistic ap-
proach because it allows for relative ease of measurement of
crimes committed. Official statistics on crime, such as those
shown in Figure 1-1, report crime in terms of legislatively

Per 100,000 population

established categories, and the number of offenses shown reflect
statutory definitions of crime categories.

A serious shortcoming of the legalistic approach to
crime, however, is that it yields the moral high ground to
powerful individuals who are able to influence the mak-
ing of laws and the imposition of criminal definitions on
lawbreakers. By making their own laws, powerful but im-
moral individuals can escape the label “criminal.” While we
have chosen to adopt the legalistic approach to crime in this
text, it is important to realize that laws are social products,
so crime is socially relative in the sense that it is created by
legislative activity. Hence, sociologists are fond of saying that
“crime is whatever a society says it is.” In Chapter 8, we
will explore this issue further and will focus on the process
of criminalization, which is the method used to criminalize
some forms of behavior—or make them illegal—while other
forms remain legitimate.

A second perspective on crime is the political one, where
crime is the result of criteria that have been built into the law
by powerful groups and are then used to label selected undesir-
able forms of behavior as illegal. Those who adhere to this point

1980 Crime 1991 Second 1992 First baby boomers
rate peaks high regch age 45, leaving the
at 5,950 of 5,898 crime-prone years
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Source: Schmalleger, Frank Criminology. Prinfed and Electronically reproduced by permission of Pearson Education, Inc., Upper Saddle River, New Jersey ISBN

0132966751.
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of view say that crime is a definition of human conduct created
by authorized agents in a politically organized society. Seen this
way, laws serve the interests of the politically powerful, and
crimes are merely forms of behavior that are perceived by those
in power as direct or indirect threats to their interests. Thus, the
political perspective defines crime in terms of the power struc-
tures that exist in society and asserts that criminal laws do not
necessarily bear any inherent relationship to popular notions of
right and wrong.

Even though political processes that create criminal
definitions are sometimes easier to comprehend in totalitarian
societies, the political perspective can also be meaningfully
applied to American society. John F. Galliher, a contempo-
rary criminologist, summarized the political perspective on
crime when he wrote, “One can best understand crime in a
class-structured society such as the United States as the end
product of a chain of interactions involving powerful groups
that use their power to establish criminal laws and sanc-
tions against less powerful persons and groups that may pose

TABLE 1-1 | What Is Crime?

major perspectives useful in defining crime are:

Depending on how we look at it, “crime” can be understood in various ways. The four

a threat to the group in power.”’

Galliher points out that,
because legal definitions of criminality are arrived at through
a political process, the subject matter of criminality will be
artificially limited if we insist on seeing crime solely as a vio-
lation of the criminal law.

Some criminologists insist that the field of criminology must
include behaviors that go beyond those defined as crimes through
the political process; not doing so, they say, restricts rather than
encourages inquiry into relevant forms of human behavior.®

Adherents of the third perspective, the sociological (also
called “sociolegal”) viewpoint, would likely agree with this
statement, seeing crime as “an antisocial act of such a nature
that its repression is necessary or is supposed to be necessary
to the preservation of the existing system of society.”’ Some
criminologists have gone so far as to claim that any defini-
tion of crime must include all forms of antisocial behavior. '
Ron Claassen, a modern-day champion of restorative justice
(discussed in more detail in chapters 9 and 10), suggested,
for example, that “crime is primarily an offense against hu-
man relationships, and secondarily
a violation of a law—since laws are
written to protect safety and fairness
in human relationships.”!!

A more comprehensive socio-

logical definition of crime was of-

The Legalistic
According to the legalistic perspective, crime is:

the behavior in question may be.

human conduct in violation of the criminal laws of a state, the federal government,
or a local jurisdiction that has the power to make such laws. Seen this way, if there is
no law against it, there can be no crime, no matter how deviant or socially repugnant

tered by Herman Schwendinger and
Julia Schwendinger in 1975: Crime
encompasses “‘any harmful acts,” in-
cluding violations of “the fundamen-
tal prerequisites for well-being, [such
as] food, shelter, clothing, medical
services, challenging work and rec-

The Political
According to the political perspective, crime is:

the result of criteria that have been built into the law by powerful groups which are
then used to label selected undesirable forms of behavior as illegal. Seen this way, laws
serve the interests of the politically powerful, and crimes are merely forms of behavior
that are perceived by those in power as direct or indirect threats to their interests.

reational experiences, as well as se-
curity from predatory individuals or
repressive and imperialistic elites.”!”
The Schwendingers challenged crim-
inologists to be less constrained in

what they see as the subject matter

The Sociological (aka sociolegal)

man relationships, and secondarily a violation of the law.

According fo the sociological (or sociolegal) perspective, crime is:
an antisocial act of such a nature that its repression is necessary for the preservation of
the existing social order. From this viewpoint, crime is primarily an offense against hu-

of their field, saying that violations of
human rights may be more relevant
to criminological inquiry than many
acts that have been politically or le-
gally defined as crime. “Isn’t it time

The Psychological
According fo the psychological point of view, crime is:

for society.

a form of social maladjustment, especially one which is against the law, that can be
seen as a difficulty that an individual has in remaining in harmony with his or her social
environment. Seen this way, crime is problem behavior for both the individual and

to raise serious questions about the
assumptions underlying the defini-
tions of the field of criminology,”
asked the Schwendingers, “when a
man who steals a paltry sum can

be called a criminal while agents of

Source: Pearson Education, Inc.

the State can, with impunity, legally
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reward men who destroy food so that price levels can be main-

tained whilst a sizable portion of the population suffers from

malnutrition?” 3

Jeffrey H. Reiman, another contemporary criminologist,
asked similar questions. “The fact is that the label ‘crime’ is not
used in America to name all or the worst of the actions that cause
misery and suffering to Americans,” said Reiman. “It is pri-

marily reserved for the dan-

Criminal behavior gerous actions of the poor.”

) . ) Writing about unhealthy and

is typically associated  unsafe workplaces, Reiman

. asked, “Doesn’t a crime b

with personal features ey

any other name still cause

such as il’l’lplllSiVitY, misery and suffering? What’s
. 14 :

] o ) in a name?” " While a so-

I'lSkY decision maklng, ciolegal approach to under-

- - standing crime is attractive
antisocial demeanor, : .

to many, others claim that it
and aggreSSIOn’ as suffers from Wanting to crimi-

nalize activities that cause

well as biological and  only indirect harm; that is,
social risk factors it is easi§r for most PeoPle
to appreciate the criminality
that are mediated involved in a holdup or a rape
than in cost-cutting efforts
by genes and by the made by a businessperson.
Finally, a psychological
(or maladaptive) perspective

says that “crime is a form of

social and physical

environments.
social maladjustment which

can be designated as a more or less pronounced difficulty that
the individual has in reacting to the stimuli of his environment
in such a way as to remain in harmony with that environ-
ment.”!> Seen this way, crime is problem behavior, especially
human activity that contravenes the criminal law and results in
difficulties in living within a framework of generally accept-
able social arrangements. According to criminologist Matthew
B. Robinson, “[tlhe maladaptive view of crime does not
require any of the [traditional] elements in order for an act
to be a crime: no actual harm to others; no prohibition by
law before the act is committed; no arrest; and no conviction
in a court of law. Any behavior which is maladaptive would
be considered crime. If criminologists adopted this view of

bl

crime,” said Robinson, “the scope of criminology would be
greatly expanded beyond its current state. All actually or even
potentially harmful behaviors could be examined, analyzed,
and documented for the purpose of gaining knowledge about
potentially harmful behaviors and developing strategies to
protect people from all harmful acts, not just those that are

called ‘crime’ today.”!®

As this discussion shows, a unified or simple definition of
crime is difficult to achieve. The four points of view that we
have discussed here form a kind of continuum, bound on one
end by strict, legalistic interpretations of crime and on the other
by much more fluid, behavioral, and moralistic definitions.

No matter which definition we choose, it is important to
recognize that most criminal behavior is typically associated with
personal features such as impulsivity, risky decision making,
antisocial demeanor, and aggression, as well as biological and so-
cial risk factors that are mediated by genes and by the social and
physical environments.!” Hence, in seeking to understand crime
and its causes, we must also examine the various kinds of behav-
ior that are most likely to be associated with it. In other words,
while aggression and risk taking are not necessarily against the
law, they are also characteristic of many types of crime, and their
understanding can provide insight into criminal motivation.
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A poster for the movie Training Day. What is crime? What
definition of crime does this text use? How might crimes vary
between jurisdictions?
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B deviant behavior Human activity that violates social norms.

Crime and Deviance

Sociologically speaking, many crimes can be regarded as deviant
forms of behavior—that is, as behaviors that are in some way
abnormal. Piers Beirne and James Messerschmidt, two contem-
porary criminologists, defined deviance as “any social behavior
or social characteristic that departs from the conventional norms
and standards of a community or society and for which the
deviant is sanctioned.”!® Their definition does not count as de-
viant, however, any sanctionable behavior that is not punished
or punishable. Hence, we prefer another approach to defining
deviance. The definition of deviant behavior that we will use
in this text is as follows: Deviant behavior is human activity that
violates social norms.

Abnormality, deviance, and crime are concepts that do not
always easily mesh. Some forms of deviance are not violations of
the criminal law, and the reverse is equally true (see Figure 1-2).
Deviant styles of dress, for example, although perhaps outlandish
to the majority, are generally not circumscribed by criminal law
unless (perhaps) decency statutes are violated by a lack of cloth-
ing. Even in such cases, laws are subject to interpretation and
may be modified as social norms change over time.

Some years ago, for example, a judge in Palm Beach
County, Florida, held that a city ordinance barring the wear-
ing of baggy pants was unconstitutional.'” County Judge Laura
Johnson ruled that no matter how “tacky or distasteful” baggy
pants might be to others, they were merely a fashion statement
and that wearing them, especially when no nudity is involved,
is a freedom protected under the Fourteenth Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution. The ordinance had been overwhelm-
ingly approved by voters only two years earlier. More recently,
San Francisco’s Board of Supervisors voted to ban total pub-
lic nudity in their city.?’ The vote came in late 2012 after a
series of complaints had been received about men and women
strolling through the city’s Castro neighborhood without any

"
Illegal
//\ lllegal and Deviant
<’ Deviant
-
FIGURE 1-2 | The Overlap between Deviance and
Crime

Source: Schmalleger, Frank, Criminology. Printed and Electronically reproduced
by permission of Pearson Education, Inc., Upper Saddle River, New Jersey ISBN
0132966751.
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Taylor Whitfield holds up a sign protesting the ban by San
Francisco’s Board of Supervisors on public nudity that was passed
in 2012. Who does public nudity hurt? Should it be criminalized?

clothes, and sipping drinks at the city’s coffee shops. The local
legislation, however, exempted nudity at private beaches and
within permitted special events.

Some types of behavior, although quite common, are still
against the law, even though those who engage in them might
not think of them as deviant. Speeding on interstate highways,
for example, although probably something that most motorists
engage in at least from time to time, is illegal; but most people
who engage in such behavior probably don’t think of themselves
as “deviant” or “criminal.” Complicating matters still further is
the fact that certain behaviors are illegal in some jurisdictions but
not in others. For example, commercialized gambling, especially
gambling involving slot machines and games of chance, is against
the law in many parts of the United States but has been legiti-
mized in Nevada, on some Indian reservations, on cruise ships
operating outside U.S. territorial waters, on some Mississippi
riverboats, and in some state-sponsored locales. Even state gov-
ernments, seeking to enhance revenues, have gotten into the
gambling business through state lotteries, which now operate
in 45 states,?! and many states have laws specifically forbidding
participation in online gambling, due largely to their interest in
protecting their own lottery revenues. Similarly, prostitution,
which is almost uniformly illegal in the United States, is an
activity that is fully within the law in parts of Nevada as long as
it occurs within licensed brothels and as long as those engaged in
the activity meet state licensing requirements and abide by state
laws that require condom use and weekly medical checkups.
The criminal status of recreational marijuana use also varies
between states—a situation discussed in more detail in a Crime
in the News box in this chapter.



B delinquency A term often used in conjunction with crime
and deviance, it refers to violations of the criminal law and other
misbehavior committed by young people.

B consensus perspective A viewpoint that holds that laws
should be enacted to criminalize given forms of behavior when
members of society generally agree that such laws are necessary.
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B pluralist perspective A viewpoint that says that behav-
iors are typically criminalized through a political process only
after debate over the appropriate course of action.

Finally, we should add that delinquency, a term often
used in conjunction with crime and deviance, refers to viola-
tions of the criminal law and other misbehavior committed by
young people. The laws of many states proclaim that “youth”
ends at a person’s eighteenth birthday, although others specify
the sixteenth or seventeenth birthday as meeting that require-
ment. All states, however, specify certain oftenses, like running
away from home, being ungovernable, and drinking alcohol, as
illegal for children, but not for adults.

What Should Be
Criminal?

By now, you have probably realized that the question “What is
crime?” differs from the question “What should be criminal?”

. Although most people
The consensus view- agree that certain forms
of behavior, such as mur-
der, rape, burglary, and
theft, should be against
the law, there is far less

point holds that laws
should be enacted to

criminalize given forms  agreement about the ap-

. propriate legal status of
ObehélVlOI’ When things like drug use, abor-
tion (including the use
of “abortion pills” like
RU-486, or Mifeprex),

gambling, “deviant” forms

members of society
generally agree that
such laws are NECESSary. ¢ onsensual adult sexual
behavior, psychic readings,
and even certain forms of attire. In 2014, for example, voters in
Oregon, Alaska, and the District of Columbia legalized the rec-
reational use of marijuana in their jurisdictions. In voting “yes
to pot,” they joined Colorado and Washington state which had
earlier allowed responsible private possession and recreational use
of marijuana by people over 21.

While the question “What should be criminal?” can be
answered in many different ways, the social and intellectual
processes by which an answer is reached can be found in two

contrasting points of view: (1) the consensus perspective and
(2) the pluralist perspective.

The consensus perspective holds that laws should be
enacted to criminalize given forms of behavior when members
of society generally agree that such laws are necessary. The
consensus perspective (described in greater detail in Chapter 9)
is most applicable to homogeneous societies, or those charac-
terized by shared values, norms, and belief systems. In a multi-
cultural and diverse society like the United States, however, a
shared consensus may be difficult to achieve. In such a society,
even relatively minor matters may lead to complex debates over
the issues involved, and these debates show just how difficult it
is to achieve a consensus over even relatively minor matters in a
society as complex as our own.

Finally, the question of what should be criminal can be
distinguished from issues arising from excessive enforcement
of the law. In one surprising case of what many saw as an
overreaction by law enforcement officers, a 12-year-old stu-
dent, Alexa Gonzalez, was arrested in New York City in 2010
for doodling on her junior high school desk with a washable
felt-tipped marker.?? School safety officers took the girl into
custody for defacing school property and for creating graffiti—
both against the law in New York City. Upon being turned
over to New York Police Department (NYPD) officers as
required by school policy, Alexa was handcufted and taken
to a police station. After spending hours in confinement, the
girl was released into the custody of her mother. Eventually,
she was ordered to perform eight hours of community service
and assigned to write an essay on what she had learned from
the experience. The question in this case was not whether
defacing public property is wrong and if there should be a law
against it, but how the police should react to such situations.

The second perspective, the pluralist perspective of
crime (also described in more detail in Chapter 9) recognizes
the importance of diversity in societies like ours. It says that
behaviors are typically criminalized through a political process
only after debate over the appropriate course of action. The
political process often takes the form of legislation and may
involve appellate court action (by those who don’t agree with
the legislation). After the horrific shootings that occurred at
the Sandy Hook Elementary School in 2012, for example,
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CRIME | in the NEWS
What Should Be Criminal?

Although most people agree that certain forms of behavior, such as
murder, rape, burglary, and theft, should be against the law, there is far
less agreement about the appropriate legal status of things like abortion,
gay marriage, gambling, gun ownership, drug use, and other contro-
versial forms of behavior.

One issue that has been trending both in the political arena and on
social media is the legalization of marijuana. While drug use and abuse
will be discussed in greater detail in Chapter 14, the present wave
of legislation to legalize marijuana for both medical and recreational
purposes provides a good example of the difficulty in deciding what
should or should not be considered criminal.

While existing federal law provides strict penalties for marijuana
possession, production, sale, or use, a number of U.S. jurisdictions

WISCONSIN
limited medical
use of non-
psychoactive drug

have recently modified their laws to legalize the possession of
small amounts of marijuana for personal use. Most of these new
laws, while they permit either recreational or medical marijuana
use, prohibit the substance from being consumed in public, and
limit the amount (and sometimes the form) allowed. As with other
substances that may affect reaction time and judgment, jurisdic-
tions that have expanded the legal availability of marijuana prohibit
operating a motor vehicle while under the influence, and do not
permit marijuana intoxication to be used as a defense against crimi-
nal charges.

Although many observers expect marijuana legalization to
soon expand to additional states, disparities between federal and
state laws, and battles between opposing sides in state and federal

recommendation
to possess, use, or
grow marijuana.

NEVADA limited

permitted by MEDICAL CONNECTICUT patients with

authorized TENNESSEE limited NEW YORK non- a documented debilitating medical

patients. medical use smokable medical condition may possess up to a one-

ONTANA permitted by marijuana month supply.

imi i authorized permitted.

'L'J';'tegrmgééa' patients. RHODE ISLAND limited medical use

by agthorized _ permitted by authorized patients.

patients. ﬁ ‘

CALIFORNIA ILLIMOIS limited 2 S

patients require a I cal u ¢, |DELAWARE patients with a

physician's A permitted by NI documented debilitating medical
authorized patients. NEW JERSEY condition may possess up to

medical use
“\ permitted by
authorized

six ounces.

ALABAMA possession of a prescribed,
non-intoxicating marijuana extract

is allowed for use by patients for
treatment of seizures.

patients.

certification from a
physician may

medical use TEXAS, GEORGIA,
permitted by OHIO, and
authorized - PENNSYLVANIA

- ARIZONA patients
patients. with writtcre)n are expected to

NEW MEXICO

FLORIDA extremely limited medical
use of non-psychoactive marijuana is
permitted for very ill patients.

approve some use
of medical
marijuana within

grow up to 12

plants limited medical

use permitted.

or two.

the next year

Note: Some state medical marijuana laws, like those in Alaska and

HAWAII limited medical
use permitted by
authorized patients.

Colorado, have been effectively rendered redundant by later legislation
legalizing the drug for recreational purposes.

legislatures at both the state and federal levels began to reex-
amine gun laws to see if new laws were needed to keep guns
out of the hands of potential mass killers. Given the diversity of
perspectives that characterize our society, however, agreement
was not easy to reach—and gun-control proponents vigorously
debated those who sought to retain existing laws supporting
gun ownership. Learn more about both sides of the gun-control
debate via Web Extras 1-1 and 1-2.

What Is Criminology?

The attempt to understand crime and deviance predates writ-
ten history. Prehistoric evidence, including skeletal remains
showing signs of primitive cranial surgery, seems to indicate
that preliterate people explained deviant behavior by refer-
ence to spirit possession. Primitive surgery was an attempt to
release unwanted spiritual influences. In the thousands of years
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B social policy A government initiative, program, or plan
intended to address problems in society. The war on crime, for
example, is a kind of generic (large-scale) social policy—one
consisting of many smaller programs.

WASHINGTON
STATE adults may
possess up to 1 oz.
of cannabis or 16

NEVADA legislative
action to legalize is
excepted in 2016.

OREGON oz. of marijuana-
possession of up to infused product in
1 ounce of solid form for

private, personal
use.

marijuana in public
and 8 ounces at
home is permitted.

RECREATIONAL

ALASKA legalizes Lo

and regulates the

consumption of

marijuana for those HAWAII legislative

21 and older. It also action to legalize is

allows home expected by 2017.
cultivation.

courts, may yet lead to a rolling back of the movement toward
marijuana legalization. The figures in this box show the status of
marijuana laws as of late 2015. Chapter 14 provides more detail
on both the historical and current issues involved in marijuana
legalization.

The law also allows ARIZONA a ballot
up to 4 marijuana measure is
plants per expected to pass
household. in 2016.
CALIFORNIA a
legalization ballot
measure is
expected in 2016.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
legislative action to

MICHIGAN 15 cities, legalize is expected
including Detroit in 2017.
and Lansing, have —
Iegalized the MA'NE Ieglslat.lve.
possession of small action to I.egahze is
amounts of expected is 2016.
marijuana for MASSACHUSETTS
private use. legislative action
to legalize is
expected is 2016.
VERMONT
legislative action
to legalize is
~— | expected in 2017.
RHODE ISLAND
\ legislative action to
legalize is expected
in 2017.
D.C. possession of
up to two ounces
of marijuana for
personal
consumption is
legal and citizens
may grow up to six
COLORADO cannabis plants.
private
recreational use is MARYLAND .
permitted. legislative action to

legalize is expected
by 2017.

Discussion Questions

1. How do you feel about the legalization of marijuana for personal
recreational use?

2. Would you want to live in a state in which marijuana is legal?
‘Why or why not?

Sources: Josh Harkinson, “Map: The United States of Legal Weed,” Mother Jones, November 5, 2014; Patrick Whittle, “Pro-marijuana Groups Eye Northeastern

States, Including Maine,” The Washington Post, November 23, 2014; NORML, “Introduction,” http://norml.org/legal/item/introduction-6; “Marijuana and Medical
Marijuana,” The New York Times (newsfeed), http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/m/marijuana/index.html; Mike Adams, “The Big Debate
Over Marijuana,” November 24, 2014, http://www.hightimes.com/read/big-debate-over-big-marijuana; “Legal Marijuana Industry Outlook Positive as Advanced
Technologies & Socially Acceptable Cannabis Products Lead to Increased Revenues,” CNN Money, November 24, 2014, http://money.cnn.com/news/newsfeeds/

articles/prmewswire/enUK201411241309.htm.

since, many other theoretical perspectives on crime have been
advanced. This text describes various criminological theories
and covers some of the more popular ones in detail.

Defining “Criminology”

Before beginning any earnest discussion, however, it is nec-
essary to define the term criminology. As our earlier discus-
sion of the nature of crime and deviance indicates, not only

must criminologists deal with a complex subject matter—
consisting of a broad range of illegal behaviors committed
by frequently unknown or uncooperative individuals—but
they also must manage their work under changing conditions
mandated by ongoing revisions of the law and fluctuating
social policy. In addition, as we have already seen, a wide
variety of perspectives on the nature of crime abound. All this
leads to considerable difficulties in defining the subject matter
under study.
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